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Irmela Mensah Schramm is an active 67-year-old 
woman living in Berlin. 
Since 1985 she has been going out every morning 
looking for stickers or racist, homophobic and anti-
Semitic graffiti to permanently scratch off and erase.
All the tools she needs are in a white fabric bag with 
“Gegen Nazi” (i.e. against Nazi) written on it.

Swastikas, celtic crosses, invocations for new gas 
chambers dedicated to foreign people are, by now, her 
own panorama. 
Irmela has become a kind of hatred catalyst and, at the 
same time, a hate accumulator.

After defeating a breast cancer that would have left her 
no more than three years of life, her activity changed and 
transformed in a sort of mission. 
Nowadays it’s her only reason for living, to the detriment 
of friends and loved ones.
Alone, with her feeling of being improper, Irmela needs 
“to clean the world”. 
That world that in past denied her love, that very world in 
which she has never found her own space. 

This is the story of an ordinary person and her pressing 
urge to become extraordinary.

SYNOPSIS

Through the authors first-person report, the film shows 
the vulnerabilities of a character that switch from 
moments of sensitivity to episodes of deep anger against 
everything that time hasn’t deleted.

The first time we met Irmela, we were fascinated by her 
energy and her commitment. 

THE FILM

Her never-ending struggle agains street racism is brave 
and powerful. No matter how questionable her behaviour 
might be, her stubbornness and her undeniable strength 
send a precise and unmistakable message: we cannot 
be indifferent to what is going on around us. 
Her exasperated enemies are now desperately trying to 
make her stop. However, writing “Grandma tick, we’ll 
catch you” is of little use, so as sending her threatening 
letters or plastering walls in Berlin suburbs with stickers 
with her face and “We’re happy if Irmela dies!” as a 
caption. 
Irmela does not want to show her weakness, especially 
because she firmly believes that hers is the only way to 
face the problem and she is the only person who can do 
it. Yet something is slipping from her hands. 

After a few months with her, we felt that there was 
something hidden behind her cherish smile. 
Something sad and painful. 
With her activity, she found the way to stand out and
prove to be a person worthy of consideration and 
affection. But now she seems to fear the time when all 
this might be over, to the extent of being disappointed 
when she cannot find graffiti or stickers to remove.

We started to focus on her life and her past, trying to 
crack the shell of this everyday superhero. 
We wanted to know who was the human being behind 
the Hate Destroyer. 
This film tells the story of this intimate discovery.

Through her eyes, her personal archives and her 
memories, we can draw the picture of a city that deals 
with deep roots of hatred, hidden behind the frontdoor 
of clean neighborhoods. 
And we also make the portrait of a woman who has 
been hated, attacked and betrayed, and who decided 
to stand up against the world.
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VINCENZO CARUSO
Born in 1976, he currently works as author and director 
for fiction and documentaries. 
After an early career in the theatrical field as actor and 
playwright, Vincenzo decided to focus his filmography on 
current affairs and social issues, like in “Parole di Cotone” 
(“Words made of Cotton”, 2012) and “La Formula del 
Miele (“The Honey Formula”, 2010). 
His last work is “Food Market”, a documentary series 
produced by Stefilm International for ZDF/Arte, as 
assistant director.

FABRIZIO LUSSU
Born in Turin (1976) where he lives and works. 
Graduated at the University of Turin in Industrial 
Chemistry in 2001. 
He started writing screenplays for short movies and in 
2007 he founds the production company Fotogramma 
25. Since then he works as director and screenwriter for 
documentaries, short movies and videoclips.
Winner of the PDFF 2011 Best Mockumentary Award 
with “Lunga Vita al Re” (Long Live the King, 2011).

FOTOGRAMMA 25
Since 2007, Fotogramma 25 brings together young film 
professionals with different background. Their intention is to 
create a platform for innovative, personal projects in the area 
of creative documentaries and fiction films. 
Some current & recent works: SADA - Arabic Bitter Coffee, a 
documentary film by Akram Safadi, in coproduction with SAFAD 
Production (Palestine) >> Food Markets, a documentary 
series by Stefano Tealdi, in coproduction with Media 3.14 
(ES), Laokoon Film (HU), Golden Girls (OS) with ZDF/Arte, 
RAI 5, MTVA, TV3 Catalunya developed and distributed with 
the support of MEDIA. >> Traiettorie Invisibili, a film by Luc 
Walpoth, in coproduction with Turbulence Films (CH), 6 prizes 
in more than 25 festivals, broadcasted by SVT (SE), TSR (CH).

SINEAST FILMPRODUCTION
Based in Berlin, Sineast Filmproduction GbR was founded in 
2008 with the objective of developing and producing creative 
documentaries and national and international short and feature 
films.
Sineast Filmproduction produces films with cinematic appeal 
and strives to combine good entertainment with socially 
relevant topics.
Some current & recent works: In Good Times and in Bad, 
a film by Robin Meurer, in coproduction with Cine Parallel 
>> Goodbye Daddy, a film by Sandra Nedeleff, Golden 
Egg Winner - Reikjavik International Film Festival 2011 >>  
Metropolis TV, a documentary series by Signe Astrup, Robin 
Meurer and Lene Lavtsen, in coproduction with VPRO and 
NED3 (Holland).

TURBULENCE FILMS
Established in Geneva in 2009 by Luc Walpoth and Klaus Pas, 
Turbulence films is a film production company which aims at 
creating impressive, actual and critical works. 
Some current & recent works: CTRL-ALT-DEL, a film by 
Luc Walpoth, produced by Elefant Films (CH) and La Voie 
Lactée (FR) >> Traiettorie Invisibili, a film by Luc Walpoth, 
in coproduction with Fotogramma 25 (IT), 6 prizes in more 
than 25 festivals, broadcasted by SVT (SE), TSR (CH) >> Last 
Supper for Malthus, a film by Klaus Pas, Audience Award - 
European Independent Film Festival.
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COMMUNITY
In february 2011, we uploaded on Vimeo the first teaser of The Hate Destroyer, made of research footages, in order to 
reach the first core of an interested audience.
In a few months it went viral, and reached more than 100.000 people from all over the world. 
Unauthorized versions of our teaser appeared soon on Youtube, with subs in Russian and Chinese. 
Today, this 4’ long clip has been played more than 120.000 times, and it has been shared and embedded by hundreds 
of blogs and news portals, like Huffington Post US, Der Spiegel and La Repubblica.
In 2012, the teaser has been screened by the Pori Art Museum, in Pori (Finland), and by the 27th Peace Film Award of 
Berlin.
In January 2013, after seeing the teaser, the TEDx Helsinki crew invited Irmela, our main character, to their show in 
Finland. There, we started a great collaboration with the NO HATE SPEECH Movement (part of the Council of Europe) 
and the FLOW Festival of Helsinki.
With the website www.thehatedestroyer.com and an accurate social media communication, we are reaching and 
gathering a beautiful and active community of fans.
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