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In a future not far from ours, where man has exhausted 
all energy resources, Gaia and David, two kids, are 
forced to team up in a desperate attempt to survive a 
world turned hostile. Their last chance is a safe haven 
called the Colony.

Synopsis



One of  Them is set in a post-apocalyptic future run 
by vicious gangs fighting for the last scraps of energy 
available.The 17 minutes short film tells the story of 
two kids, Gaia, 16 and David, 10, surviving in this harsh 
environment. They meet on the road, in the wild, 

looking for a safe haven called the Colony, a last hope 
gathering place for survivors. Their only chance to find it 
is a damaged antique holographic map, that Gaia car-
ries with her like a treasure. But when David unintentio-
nally breaks it, he is forced to face the demons of his past 
to help Gaia unveil the secrets of the map.

Description



Production note
Based on the treatment of a feature screenplay, One of 
Them is a survivalist tale of two kids navigating a post 
apocalyptic world. To explore this concept, writer and 
director Luc Walpoth wanted to produce a short film 
that would tease the audience and setup the story.  One 
of Them was produced at the Monfilmfest 2016, in 
Italy, as part of a week long film competition. The annual 
event invites seven international filmmakers to direct 
and produce an original short film that also depicts the 
territory. To serve the story, Walpoth's team chose the 
industrial archaeological sites of North Italy, which in 
contrast to the enchanted old world of the countryside 
creates a unique vision uncommon to the genre. With 
one week of pre-production, the team secured locations, 
the necessary partners, and assembled a skeleton crew 
for a week long shooting and post-production schedule. 
Local talent, Sara Selimja, stepped in for the lead role 
along with her co-star David Bonato who's performan-
ce earned him an emerging actor award.
The final version of the film premiers in July 2017 at the 
NIFFF (Neuchâtel International Fantastic Film Festival), in 
Switzerland.



Luc Walpoth is an award winning Swiss 
director working both in Switzerland and 
the USA.
His short films and commercials have been 
nominated and awarded in some of the 
most important festivals around the world 
(Clermont-Ferrand, Palm Springs, Locarno, 
Sitges, among others) and broadcasted by 
international networks.

Over the years, Luc has developed projects 
supported by renowned institutions like 
Tribeca Institute, Torino FilmLab, NisiMa-
sa, Swissfilms and UCLA TFT school.
His latest short movie REPLIKA, is a sci-fi 
drama, which won fifteen awards, as well as 
the institutional recognition of Best Short of 
the State of Bern, Switzerland. The film is 
still in distribution and has over 35 
selections. The feature version is currently 
in development and has the attention of 
major players in the US industry.

Director’s biography



Gaia: Sara Selimja
David: David Bonato
Father: Anthony Fesce

Mother: Virginia Ruth Cerqua
Looters: Samson, Cisky and Giacomo

Cast

Crew
Director: Luc Walpoth

Screenwriters: Luc Walpoth & Klaus Pas
Producer: Luc Walpoth

Executive producer: Micol M. Rosso
Production Assistant: Monica Marescalchi

Production Assistant: Marika Lamarca

Cinematographer: Zarick Berger
Camera Assistant: Marco Balestra

Production Sound Mixer: Bruce Wuilloud

Art Director: Micol M. Rosso

Editor: Jean Reusser
Visual Effects: JeremieBacher & Olivier Amrein

Color Correction: Rodney Musso
Supervising Sound Editor/Music: Marius Leftarache



Production: Turbulence Films
Co-producer: Monfilmfest
Country: Switzerland/Italy

Duration: 17 min.
Year: 2017

Technical details: Color/DCP
Genre: Sci-fi, Anticipation, 

Post-apocalyptic, Kids, Friendship
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